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ABOUT THE BOOK

MEETINGS IN THE LIBRARY'S MEZZANINE MEETING ROOM

NOVEMBER 20
10:00-11:30 AM

MEETING TIME

NURI IS A BEEKEEPER AND AFRA, HIS WIFE, IS
AN ARTIST. MORNINGS, NURI RISES EARLY TO
HEAR THE CALL TO PRAYER BEFORE DRIVING

TO HIS HIVES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. ON
WEEKENDS, AFRA SELLS HER COLORFUL
LANDSCAPE PAINTINGS AT THE OPEN-AIR

MARKET. THEY LIVE A SIMPLE LIFE, RICH IN
FAMILY AND FRIENDS, IN THE HILLS OF THE
BEAUTIFUL SYRIAN CITY OF ALEPPO—UNTIL

THE UNTHINKABLE HAPPENS. WHEN ALL THEY
LOVE IS DESTROYED BY WAR, NURI KNOWS
THEY HAVE NO CHOICE EXCEPT TO LEAVE

THEIR HOME. BUT ESCAPING SYRIA WILL BE
NO EASY TASK: AFRA HAS LOST HER SIGHT,
LEAVING NURI TO NAVIGATE HER GRIEF AS
WELL AS A PERILOUS JOURNEY THROUGH

TURKEY AND GREECE TOWARD AN
UNCERTAIN FUTURE IN BRITAIN.

NURI IS SUSTAINED ONLY BY THE
KNOWLEDGE THAT WAITING FOR THEM IS HIS

COUSIN MUSTAFA, WHO HAS STARTED AN
APIARY IN YORKSHIRE AND IS TEACHING

FELLOW REFUGEES BEEKEEPING. AS NURI
AND AFRA TRAVEL THROUGH A BROKEN

WORLD, THEY MUST CONFRONT NOT ONLY
THE PAIN OF THEIR OWN UNSPEAKABLE LOSS

BUT DANGERS THAT WOULD OVERWHELM
EVEN THE BRAVEST SOULS. ABOVE ALL, THEY

MUST MAKE THE DIFFICULT JOURNEY BACK
TO EACH OTHER, A PATH ONCE SO FAMILIAR

YET RENDERED FOREIGN BY THE HEARTACHE
OF DISPLACEMENT.


