
THE BELOVED AMERICAN CLASSIC ABOUT A
YOUNG GIRL'S COMING-OF-AGE AT THE TURN OF
THE CENTURY.

FROM THE MOMENT SHE ENTERED THE WORLD,
FRANCIE NEEDED TO BE MADE OF STERN STUFF,
FOR THE OFTEN HARSH LIFE OF WILLIAMSBURG
DEMANDED FORTITUDE, PRECOCITY, AND
STRENGTH OF SPIRIT. OFTEN SCORNED BY
NEIGHBORS FOR HER FAMILY’S ERRATIC AND
ECCENTRIC BEHAVIOR – SUCH AS HER FATHER
JOHNNY’S TASTE FOR ALCOHOL AND AUNT
SISSY’S HABIT OF MARRYING SERIALLY WITHOUT
THE FORMALITY OF DIVORCE – NO ONE, LEAST
OF ALL FRANCIE, COULD SAY THAT THE NOLANS’
LIFE LACKED DRAMA.

BY TURNS OVERWHELMING, SUBLIME,
HEARTBREAKING, AND UPLIFTING, THE NOLANS’
DAILY EXPERIENCES ARE TENDERLY THREADED
WITH FAMILY CONNECTEDNESS AND RAW WITH
HONESTY. BETTY SMITH HAS, IN THE PAGES OF A
TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN, CAPTURED THE JOYS
OF HUMBLE WILLIAMSBURG LIFE – FROM “JUNK
DAY” ON SATURDAYS, WHEN THE CHILDREN OF
FRANCIE’S NEIGHBORHOOD TRADED THEIR
WEEKLY TAKE FOR PENNIES, TO THE SPECIAL
EXCITEMENT OF HOLIDAYS,

BRINGING CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION AND
REVELRY. BETTY SMITH HAS ARTFULLY CAUGHT
THIS SENSE OF EXCITING LIFE IN A NOVEL OF
CHILDHOOD, REPLETE WITH INCREDIBLY RICH
MOMENTS OF UNIVERSAL EXPERIENCES – A
TRULY REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT FOR ANY
WRITER.
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